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hen Gabrlel Galanda, anassociate at W]]llams Kastner & Glbbs was elected preSIdent of the Seattle-
| based Northwest Indian Bar Assoc1at10n twoyearsago, the group had 21namesona Iargely dormante-
maillist. Today, membership mcludes 170 lawyers who meet monthly todiscuss howtoincreaseop- .
. portunities for American Indians, and others, to study and practice Indianlaw. In that time, they've
distributed $20,000 inscholarships—amodest beginning, especially con51denng how quickly the
. ﬁeld of Indlan lawhas grownlately thanksin partto thesprouting of slot machines and craps tables. But it’sa start:’
. Groupslike the NIBA reflectefforts by law schools and firmsacross the country— and by Indian reservations them-
g selves—to improve the quality and expertise of lawyets whopractice Indian law. Rather suddenly, there a{e plenty ofhours
tobebilled to the nationally recognized tribes in some 30 or so states. According to the National Indian Garning Association,
casinos generated an estimated $16 billionin 2003, and that money hasenabled Native Americansto wage legal battles
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